June 22, 2008

TO: Chas Treadwell
FROM:  Nell Stokes-Holmes

SUBJECT:  Cruising

Cruising is a one-act play written especially to submit to ACT’s Playwright Showcase.  I attended the showcase 2006 production and thought, “I’m a playwright, I should submit one of my plays”.  I followed up, but was told that the play had “too much going on” for the showcase, So, I wrote “Cruising”.   Cruising is a day in the lives of four women from different areas of the United States.  Three of whom were faced with making some difficult choices about their lives as they knew it.  Amazingly, they end up meeting each other on a cruise ship and become friends. As the story begins, the ladies are heading to their favorite spot on one of the decks on the ship to relax after a great breakfast and discuss the day’s activity schedule.  As they arrive at the deck, they encounter a young lady named Angeline as she begins her daily exercise routine in the area where they usually sit. Tempers begin to flair, but are calmed by one of the women and pleasant conversation ensues. They will share stories of their life experiences on land and at sea.

About Nell Stokes-Holmes

Nell Stokes-Holmes is a native of Montgomery Alabama.  She came to the Capital district in 1963.  She became active in the community in the early 70’s when she ran an independent candidacy for a seat on the Albany School Board.  She continued to be an asset to her community by serving on numerous Boards of Directors, which included Chair of the Capital Area Council of Churches’ Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr Memorial/Scholarship Committee from 1986–1995, presiding over their Annual Interfaith Memorial Service held each year on January 15th, Dr. King’s birthday.

Nell is determined, self-motivated, assertive, innovative and creative.  She demonstrated her creativity in 1980 while employed by the Albany YWCA.  She created, designed and implemented the Black American Essay Contest, which encouraged students ages 8 to 18 to develop their skills in research and writing.  The contest continued for more than fifteen years with excerpts from each winning essay seen on local televisions stations each day during the month of February. 

Additional works by Nell which she has directed and produced includes “New Hope Baptist Academy” 1987; “Feels Like Going On” 1992; “The Hopper Family Christmas” 1994; “The Ollie Beacon Christian Academy” 1998; “The Lesson” 2001; and “The Game Room” 2004.  She is also a poet who credits her inspiration to the indwelling of the Holy Spirit.  

Nell is retired from the Albany County Department of Social Services and currently serves on the Board of Directors of the Capital Area Council of Churches and is Chair once again of the Martin Luther King Committee. She also serves on the Board of the South End Improvement Corporation and is a volunteer at Giffen Elementary School in its 15-Love Reading Program.   

Nell is known to give unselfishly of her time and talents.  She says her faith sustains her and God uses her for His glory.  
