WAR STORIES PERFORMANCE INFORMATION

Produced by Empire State College
Tuesday, April 24th – 7pm - GE Theater
· Running Time: Approx. 70 min.

· A light reception will follow the performance

· Reservations are not necessary but patrons are welcome to register with Empire State College for the performance at choose.esc.edu/WarStories (Open Seating)

The idea for this project began with War Stories: Reading and Writing About the Impact of War, a course created by Claudia Hough and Dr. Elaine Handley, who teach writing and literature at SUNY Empire State College. A primary goal of the course is to allow students, especially military veteran students, a safe place to read, discuss, reflect and write about war.  From the conversations and writing assignments the course engendered, they found stories about war to be enormously complex, emotional and political, full of ambiguity and surprises.  

Moved by what they had learned from their students, and from their reading of experts such as Dr. Edward Tick and Lt Col. David Grossman, Hough and Handley came to understand the vital role communal storytelling about war can play. 

To bear witness to the pain of another’s memories is a ritual as old as time itself, and a necessity that indigenous cultures implicitly understood, but that Western cultures have neglected.  In order for warriors to reintegrate, they need to tell their stories, and the community needs to hear them and acknowledge the sacrifice those in the military have made on behalf of the community; there needs to be an understanding of the human cost of war.  Of course, warriors aren’t the only people affected by war -- others who have experienced war directly or indirectly, and who have protested war, also have stories that need to be told and heard. 
To encourage the wider community outside of ESC to think about the many ways war affects us both personally and as a community, Hough and Handley teamed up with Dr. Cynthia Bates, a theater colleague and director, to begin the next phase of the War Stories project.  For the past year they have been working to create a live dramatic performance based on a diverse selection of writing about war they solicited from the college community: students, staff and faculty.  
They wove the stories and poems together into a 70 minute performance piece, which Dr. Bates is directing and will be offered as a free public performance on April 24, 2012 in the Proctors GE Theater in Schenectady, NY.  The script consists of many voices from men and women who have been to war, as well as from those on the home front.  The performance has no political agenda, but invites the audience to come to a deeper understanding of how all of us are affected by war.   
The performance will be streamed live on April 24 at 7p.m. and can be accessed at choose.esc.edu/WarStories

Contact for additional questions: 

Cindy Bates – cindy@batesny.com or Cynthia.bates@esc.edu 
