CAN YOU HEAR ME NOW?

OPENS AT FORT SALEM THEATER

SALEM – Celebrating seven years of collaboration on Fort Salem Theater’s original Mainstage musicals, Al Budde and Jay Kerr open their new show, Can You Hear Me Now?, this weekend, running from August 1 to August 10, with shows Fridays and Saturdays at 8 PM and Sunday matinees at 2 PM.

Can You Hear Me Now? follows the storybook life of Jake Cochran, played by regional professional actor Benjamin Katagiri. Everything is going perfectly for the twenty-something: he’s started a computer software business, moved out of Mom’s house (with a hefty trust fund left by Dad), and falls desperately in love with Amy, a beautiful young professional woman, played by Glens Falls native Sara Curtis. They court, marry, and conceive; all perfect until Amy dies in childbirth, leaving Jake to raise a child on his own. His mother, an indomitable force, flits in and out of his life, contributing some childcare and her own unique wisdom in between tennis, golf, and bird watching lessons, each taught by men younger than her son. Mom is played by Manhattan actress Mary Lou Barber, a veteran of national tours of Cats, 42nd Street, and A Chorus Line, and the John Waters cult classic film, Hairspray. 
As Katagiri’s Jake flounders raising his feisty daughter, Peg (played as an eight and fourteen year old by Saratoga High student Egan Mills, and as a young adult by Fort Salem intern, George Washington University graduate Rachel Matusewicz), he is haunted, quite literally, by the ghost of his late wife. Meanwhile, Matusewicz is being pursued by fortune hunter Don Blanchard, played sleazily by Jeremiah Kirstein, a former Fort intern and her real-life boy friend. All of Jake’s efforts to give his daughter a perfect life seem doomed to disaster until the show’s dénouement. In multiple roles, Ted DeBonis essays a series of Jake’s business associates. DeBonis last appeared on the Fort’s Mainstage in Budde and Kerr’s first musical, Breakfast Epiphanies. 

Budde and Kerr’s shows, locally generated, are often imbued with upstate family values. Corn! in 2009 followed a family’s struggles when the patriarch of a two hundred year old farm passes on,  leaving two offspring who have no desire to keep the farm going. Senior Moments, in 2011, published in 2013 by Art Age Publications, followed “seven sexy seniors” as they cruised down the Mississippi on the final voyage of a riverboat. Exploring the differences between listening, hearing, and paying no attention at all, Can You Hear Me Now? examines the ironies of how inventions created to make life simpler and communication easier have generated new distance in personal relationships, all with the humor and tuneful musical numbers for which the Budde/Kerr collaborations have become synonymous. 

For tickets or more information on performances of Can You Hear Me Now?, visit the Fort’s website (fortsalemtheater.com) or call the box office at (518) 854-9200.

