CAN YOU HEAR ME NOW?

SECOND WEEKEND AT FORT SALEM THEATER

SALEM –Can You Hear Me Now? is running on Fort Salem Theater’s Mainstage for a second and final weekend, August 8-10, with shows Friday and Saturday at 8 PM and Sunday matinee at 2 PM.

The seventh musical theater collaboration between Salem’s playwright laureate Al Budde and songwriter Jay Kerr, Can You Hear Me Now? follows the storybook romance of Jake and Amy, who meet as business associates. When Amy dies in childbirth, Jake is left to raise his feisty daughter, Peg, on his own. Jake, his mom, and his daughter each change and grow as the musical explores family dynamics. As implied by the show’s title, cell phones figure prominently as communications tools, while the actual ability to communicate rests upon the basic human skills of listening and hearing. The plawrights’ conceit depends upon the audience laughing at the play’s characters as it examines its own collective foibles.

In a recent interview with the authors, librettist Budde elaborated: “Jay and I find out a lot about ourselves as we examine the lives of our characters. In this show, family members hear each other talking, but often fail to listen to what they say and mean.”

Kerr responded: “What?” 

Continuing with a sigh, Budde noted that, as an audience of a play or a speaker, we laugh, “unless we’re the person not being heard.” His collaborator reiterated his earlier response, and continued. “This guy, Jake, poured his whole life into his marriage, and when his wife dies, totally devotes himself to raising his child. We wrote an almost perfect person: the man each of us would have wanted to be under similar circumstances.” 

Budde and his wife Nancy have raised three boys; Kerr, a boy and a girl. “I kept saying to Al,” Kerr said, “that girls don’t give in that easily; and father’s give in much more easily to girls. Peg, the girl in this play, was a lot more easy to handle than my own!” He paused. “It’s a musical!”

Featured as Jake, Benjamin Katagiri comes to Salem direct from a run in the Agatha Christie mystery, Black Coffee, at the Theater Barn in New Lebanon, New York. Amy is played by Glen Falls native and Russell Sage graduate Sara Curtis. New York actress Mary Lou Barber, a veteran of national tours of Cats and A Chorus Line, joins the cast as Jake’s eccentric-yet-wise mother, Gayle. Real-life couple Rachel Matusewicz and Jeremiah Kirstein play grown-up Peg and her fortune-grubbing suitor. Saratoga High School sophomore is Peg at ages eight and fourteen, and Ted DeBonis, an actor with extensive regional credits, plays a variety of roles with insight and humor. 

For tickets or more information on performances of Can You Hear Me Now?, visit the Fort’s website (fortsalemtheater.com) or call the box office at (518) 854-9200.

