SIGNATURE SONGS IN SALEM

FOR ONE WEEKEND

SALEM – When you hear “I Left My Heart in San Francisco,” you think Tony Bennett. “People who need people are the luckiest people in the world,” and it’s Barbra Streisand. “My Way:” Frank Sinatra’s way. Those are Signature Songs, the songs that made famous singers famous. Those signature songs, and many more, will fill the Mainstage at Fort Salem Theater for one weekend only, August 15-17, Friday and Saturday at 8 PM and Sunday at 2 PM.

The aforementioned great singers unavailable to sing their songs at Fort Salem’s audience-friendly ticket prices, with group and senior discounts to boot, the Fort’s artistic director, Jay Kerr, has done the near impossible: not by bringing back Sinatra from the Great Beyond, but by bringing former Fort Salem mainstay Kathy Beaver back from retirement for her first Mainstage performance in Salem since 2006. Beaver is joined by Broadway stalwart Bill Carmichael, whose credits include Cats, Les Misérables, Forbidden Broadway, and Peter Pan. Rounding out the ensemble in the spirited musical revue are teen Saratogians Brendan Dailey and Carolyn Shields, last seen in Salem costarring in No Boundaries with Jessica Layton and Benita Zahn, and Fort Salem’s mom-and-pop singer/producers, Lynne and Jay Kerr.

Kathy Beaver grew up in summer stock on the Fort Salem stage, which was maintained and filled every summer by her father, the late Quentin Beaver. A professional instrumentalist and musical director during the remainder of the year, Kathy became known regionally for her popular Patsy Cline tribute shows. Cline will be represented again, along with Judy Garland, Eydie Gormé, Bette Midler, and Streisand. She and Jay Kerr will be featured as dueling artistic directors as Beaver channels Connie Francis with “Who’s Sorry Now,” balanced with Kerr’s Elton John staple, “Sorry Seems to Be the Hardest Word.” Bill Carmichael adds his Broadway chops to Kenny Rogers’ “Through the Years” and with a moving rendition of Elvis Presley’s “Love Me Tender.”  Carmichael joins Beaver for a rousing spoof of Sonny and Cher.

Brendan Dailey and Carolyn Shields salute the teen idols of the sixties, Dailey singing “Venus” and Shields topping Lesley Gore with her rendition of “It’s My Party.” They duet with a medley of “Close to You” and “We’ve Only Just Begun.” Lynne Kerr gives elegant readings of Judy Collins’ “Send in the Clowns” and Roberta Flack’s “Killing Me Softly.”

If the goal of Signature Songs: Songs That Made Famous Singers Famous is to outdo the original artists, it is an ambitious one. That said, the revue promises to bring back the wonderful memories of the fifties and all the decades beyond, with some of the Fort’s favorite performers and Kathy Beaver’s triumphant return. More information, including ticket prices, is available on the Fort’s website (fortsalemtheater.com) or by calling the box office at (518) 854-9200.

