THE SINGING ANCHORS

RETURN TO FORT SALEM CABARET

FOR RELEASE WEEK OF NOVEMBER 3

SALEM – After an eleven month absence from the Fort Salem stages, The Singing Anchors are poised for a triumphant return to Washington County in a new revue entitled The Singing Anchors: Together Again, at 8 PM on Saturday, November 8, in the Cabaret at Fort Salem Theater.

Television news anchors Jerry Gretzinger, Jessica Layton, and Benita Zahn first sang together five years ago st Fort Salem, and since then have entertained throughout the Capital Region in varied local venues, while headlining at Saratoga’s First Night, and as a regular fixture at Christmastime in the Saratoga Racino’s nightclub space, Vapor. Always returning to their wellspring, where they are continually generating new musical arrangements with the theater’s artistic director , Jay Kerr, through the years The Singing Anchors have produced original Mainstage productions and appeared in solo turns in the cabaret.

Benita Zahn and Jessica Layton each co-anchor, respectively, the area’s top-rated afternoon and evening newscasts with Jim Kambrich on Albany’s WNYT Newschannel 13. Before leaving his CBS6 anchor desk in early January to become vice president of communications at Albany’s College of Nanoscience and Engineering, Gretzinger sat with veteran Liz Bishop on the station’s early evening news program.

Together Again provides the latest opportunity for them to join one another since each of their lives has taken some unusual turns. Zahn, who had worked at Fort Salem and asked her colleagues to join her in their original outing in 2009, finished her doctorate in Bioethics early this summer and took a hiatus from the Fort stages to work at Capital Rep and Park Playhouse in Albany. Jessica Layton reluctantly pulled herself from the Fort’s summer schedule happily to give birth to her first child, Christopher James, and settle in a new home with CBS sportscaster husband, Andrew Catalon, (She did surprise Benita and Jerry this summer in between diaper changes with a non-singing appearance in their duet show at MacHaydn Theatre in August.) Juggling his new university job with rehearsals, Jerry did manage to star to rave reviews this summer on the Fort’s Mainstage in Women in My Life, an original musical.

The Singing Anchors: Together Again provides a balance to the serious faces and lives of each of the anchors. In “Two Women, One Man,” their opening number, they identify themselves as “three TV people who just love to sing together whenever we can.” The result, an evening of humor and tuneful diversion provided by news professionals, each of whom were consummate performers prior to entering the news business, never fails to surprise or entertain.

The Singing Anchors: Together Again happens for one performance only, Saturday, November 8, at 8 PM. Due to limited space, reservations are required to guarantee seating. Dessert and coffee are included in the $25 price of admission. More information is available on the theater’s website (fortsalemtheater.com) or by calling the box office: (518) 854-9200.

