FORT SALEM HOSTS

RETIRED ROCKETTE

SALEM, NY – The fourth and final entry in Fort Salem Theater’s Fall at the Fort Cabaret Series this month is a one-woman musical revue starring former Radio City Rockette Joyce Nolen, entitled ReJoyce! A Life in Show Business, Saturday, November 22, at 8 PM.

Nolen first appeared on Fort Salem’s Mainstage this past summer singing and dancing as a part of a musical salute to Johnny Mercer (Echoing Back), directed by Broadway choreographer Karin Baker. Ms. Nolen, who left her native Philadelphia with a dream of becoming a Rockette, achieved her goal within her first few months of pounding the pavement and making the rounds in Manhattan.

“Show business. It’s all I ever wanted to do,” confesses Nolen. At five years of age, “I told everyone I was going to be an actress. In a nutshell, that’s what my show is about. From the early days at Radio City, to my Broadway shows,” including Stop the World with Sammy Davis, Jr., and Smile, with music by Marvin Hamlisch and lyrics by Little Shop of Horrors and Beauty and the Beast creator Howard Ashman. “Performing with Liberace was special, and Peter Sellers and Davy Jones of The Monkees.” Joyce Nolen is equally at home on stage as part of the precision-kicking Rockette chorus, on Broadway, in regional theater, and singing in Carnegie Hall.

Rejoyce! recounts her challenges and joys of the pursuit of a life in show business in story and songs, “songs that everyone knows and loves,” including a medley from the 30’s and 40’s, and a variety of songs from Broadway. Rejoyce! received its debut performance before a celebrity audience at the Friars’ Club in New York City in March, and promises to reveal some celebrity secrets to the local Washington County audience this November.

Reservations are required at the Salem cabaret, as seating capacity is limited by law. Doors open for Rejoyce! at 7:30 for an 8 PM show. Coffee and dessert catered by Norene and Fred’s are included in the $25 ticket. More information appears on the theater’s website (fortsalemtheater.com) or by calling the box office at (518) 854-9200.

