Rome Community Theater

www.romecommunitytheater.org
2009 New York One-Act Play Contest

Guide for Submissions
General guidelines:

· All plays submitted must be original, previously unpublished works of the author.
· Contest is open to all NY State residents.

· Deadline for scripts must be postmarked by April 30st 2009.
· Performance time should not exceed an estimated 45 minutes.
· Themes and language should be suitable for general audiences.

· The Rome Community Theater contest staff will perform all judging and be solely responsible for selection of the winners.
· Entries will not be returned, but authors may receive notification of the winner by including a self-addressed stamped envelope, or by providing an email address on the entry form.
· The winner will also be announced on the RCT website at www.romecommunitytheater.org

Technical requirements:

· All entries must be in printed, typewritten, double-spaced, not less than 12 point font, three copies, on 8 1/2 x 11 inch plain paper.
· Headers and footers of the script may only have the name of the play.
· Please include a separate cover sheet with the author’s name, address, telephone number and the title of the entry.

· There is no limit to the number of entries you may submit.
· Each entry must have a separate cover sheet.
· Selected author must grant a royalty-free right of performance during the RCT One-Act Play festival.
· Release statement must be signed on the 2009 New York One-Act Play Contest Entry Form.
· All scripts should include a props list and any non-obvious staging requirements.

· Payment must be either a money order or a check make out to: Rome Community Theater.

· Attach a signed, completed contest entry form, along with the entry fee of $5.00 for each play submitted.
· Entries must be postmarked by April 30st 2009 and mailed to:

Rome Community Theater

Att: Fred Normand
1811 N. George Street

Rome, NY 13440

Judging guidelines:

· All judging will be done by the RCT Contest Staff members.

· The RCT Contest Staff decisions are final.

· No scripts will be returned.
· The winner will be notified directly by the RCT Contest Staff

· Entries will be judged in the following areas:



1.  Originality, theme, and plot;



2.  Suitability for general audiences;



3.  Estimated production length;



4.  Simplicity of production requirements.

A Little about the Rome Community Theater…
Established in 1953, the Rome Community Theater (RCT) is now enjoying its 53rd season.  Through the years, RCT has provided a showcase for thousands of talented area residents who share a love and appreciation for the dramatic arts. The premier winner of the May Eva Duthie Award for Outstanding Community Theater in New York State, RCT has had the privilege of sending numerous One-Act Plays to State and National competitions where we have won numerous accolades and awards for its actors, directors and technical staff. 

RCT is chartered by New York State as a not for profit educational institution, dedicated to providing quality theatrical education and entertainment to the entire community.  RCT is a member of the Theater Association of New York State. 

RCT takes a central role in entertaining local residents and visitors by supporting cultural activities all over the Mohawk Valley!  We offer four shows each season (from October thru May) in a variety of genres: musicals, mysteries, dramas, comedies.  In addition to our traditional season, we present special seasonal and summer productions each year. 

Housed in its state of the art theater on Route 26 just north of Rome, New York, RCT stages a regular season of four full productions, one-act festivals, theater workshops, and children’s productions. These additional productions sometimes include a summer Cabaret-style musical review, and productions directed by our apprentice directors, playwright competitions or collaborative productions with other area arts organizations. 

You do not need to be a member of RCT to participate in our productions, but we welcome anyone who loves the theater enough to join us.  Rome Community Theater is open to the public, except during rehearsals for production. 

It's not just entertainment, it's Community!  That's really what RCT is all about, community.  We are staffed by all volunteers; no member of RCT receives compensation.
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