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PRESS RELEASE
For Immediate Release

DragonFly Performing Arts brings the enrichment of the performing arts to the community of Greene County.
January 4, 2010
DragonFly Performing Arts, Inc is proud to announce Musical Auditions for

“The Phantom Tollbooth” 

by Norton Juster and Sheldon Harnick

Lyrics by: Sheldon Harnick, Music by: Arnold Black
Based on the novel by Norton Juster
The Phantom Tollbooth is a children's adventure novel and a modern fairy tale published in 1961, written by Norton Juster. It tells the story of a bored young boy named Milo who unexpectedly receives a magic tollbooth one afternoon and, having nothing better to do, drives through. He finds himself in the Kingdom of Wisdom. There he accepts a quest to rescue the princesses of the kingdom, acquires two faithful companions, and has many adventures. The book is full of puns, and many events, like Milo's sudden jump to the Island of Conclusions, are the consequences of taking English language idioms literally.

Characters include:
· Milo, a boy, the main character 

· Tock, a ticking watchdog and loyal companion of Milo. 
· The Humbug, a large talking insect who acts as the anti-hero 

· King Azaz the Unabridged, ruler of Dictionopolis and lover of words 

· The Mathemagician, ruler of Digitopolis and lover of numbers 

· Rhyme and Reason (also known as The Princesses of Sweet Rhyme and Pure Reason) 

· Faintly Macabre, (or Aunt Faintly) the Not-So-Wicked Which 

· Alec Bings, who sees through things. Like the other members of his family, he grows downwards from a fixed point in the air until he reaches the ground 

· Chroma, conductor of the world's color 

· Kakofonous A. Dischord, a fan of noise: the "A" stands for "AS LOUD AS POSSIBLE!" 

· The Awful Dynne, an emotional, noise-loving creature formed of blue smoke.

· The Soundkeeper, ruler of the Valley of Sound, and keeper of a large collection of previously-uttered noises; a stern woman who actually prefers silence, and at one point banned sound in her valley because she felt the locals had abused the privilege 

· The Dodecahedron, an inhabitant of Digitopolis with twelve faces: one happy, one sad, one angry, and so forth 

· The Everpresent Wordsnatcher, a monstrous filthy bird that anticipates everything you say and takes the words right out of your mouth.

· The Senses Taker, a demon who distracts passers-by by supplying them with illusions of things they would rather be perceiving 
· Officer Shrift, apparently Dictionopolis' entire police force. He is taller sitting down than standing up, and is almost twice as wide as he is tall. 

· The Whether Man, who tries to send travellers beyond Expectations. 

· The Lethargarians, whose regular schedule consists of dawdling and dillydallying, with a little timewasting every so often.

· The Spelling Bee, an expert at word-construction who quarrels violently with the Humbug

· The Half Boy, a boy who is only .58 of a person. He comes from the "average" family, which has 2.58 children. He is the .58. 

· The Giant, the Midget, the Fat Man, and the Thin Man, all the same very ordinary-looking individual who explains that he is at once the world's shortest giant, tallest midget, thinnest fat man, and fattest thin man 

· Canby, a frequent visitor to Conclusions who is both as short as can be and as tall as can be.

· Duke of Definition, Minister of Meaning, Count of Connotation, Earl of Essence, and the Undersecretary of Understanding. 

· The Demons of Ignorance 

· The Terrible Trivium, a demon with no face who seduces passers-by with mindlessly easy but pointless tasks that take an incredibly long time to accomplish. Tasks include moving great piles of sand grain by grain. 

· The Demon of Insincerity whose only purpose is to annoy anything or anybody that comes by. 

· The Gelatinous Giant, a giant hidden in the mountains of ignorance. 

· The Triple Demons of Compromise, a demon fused of three bodies; one is short and fat, one is tall and thin, and the third looks exactly like the others. 

· The Horrible Hopping Hindsight, a demon which has its eyes on its rear end. 
· The Overbearing Know-it-All, a spherical demon with spindly legs. 
· The Threadbare Excuse, a humanoid demon that clings to anyone who will give him a ride.

· The Gorgons of Hate and Malice, two disgusting slug-like demons that leave oozing trails behind them. They are completely blind. 

Performance dates are June 17-20, 2010.  All rehearsals and performances will be held at the DragonFly Performing Arts Center located at 473 Main Street, Cairo NY.

Musical Auditions will be held on Sunday, January 24, 2010 from 2pm until 7pm.  Please prepare 16 bars (approximately) one verse of a song that shows off your voice.

For more information or to make an audition appointment, send email to ClassInfo @DragonFlyPerformingArts.com or call the office at 518-731-3340.

