FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE — Thomas—an original play about Thomas Cole, Hudson River Landscape Painter, to be presented at the Columbia Greene Community College, Friday and Saturday, November 5 and 6, at 7:30 p.m. and Sunday, November 7, at 2:00 p.m.
PRESS CONTACT:  Joseph Capone, Director, (518) 943-2680

Thomas, an original play, written and directed by Joseph Capone, Artistic Director of Classics @ the Point Theatre Ensemble, will be performed at the Columbia Greene Community College’s Theater, 4400 Route 23, Hudson NY 12534. (518) 828-4181. Friday and Saturday, November 5 & 6, at 7:30 p.m. and Sunday, November 7, at 2:00 p.m.
Featured in the cast will be top local talent working shoulder to shoulder with theatre professionals, all performing together within Columbia Greene Community College’s unique theater and surrounded by an extraordinary backdrop, the beautiful Hudson River.  
Last year, Capone successfully staged Thomas as part of the Quadricentennial Celebration and was awarded a special grant for its creation.  In the past, Classics @ the Point Theatre Ensemble productions included Peter Shaffer’s Amadeus, Tennessee’s Williams’ Cat on a Hot Tin Roof, Thornton Wilder’s Our Town, Anton Chekhov’s Three Sisters, The Cherry Orchard and The Seagull, and Ernest Thompson’s On Golden Pond.  Capone’s theatre space included both inside and outside of the Catskill Point Park and Old Historic Warehouse.  Last year, thanks to a grant from the Greene County Arts Council’s allocation from the State’s Arts Council’s Decentralization Program and the sponsorship of the Catskill Mountain Wolf Foundation, Inc., along with the generous support of the Town of Catskill in celebration of Henry Hudson’s journey and exploration of the beautiful Hudson River, Thomas was a central part of the Quadricentennial Celebration of Events.  
Thomas, the play, deals with the life of Thomas Cole in the Village of Catskill, and glimpses Thomas Cole’s first meeting of his soon-to-be wife, Maria Bartow, the orphaned niece of John Alexander Thomson, gentlemen farmer and landowner of Cedar Grove.  The play highlights Thomas Cole’s relationships with Asher B. Durand, Frederick E. Church, William Dunlap, John Trumbull, and other leading landscape painters of the time.  The inspiration for the play about Thomas Cole came from the beauty of the small Village of Catskill, New York, as well as Capone’s reading of Thomas Cole’s beautiful poetry.  Most of all, Cole’s wonderful landscape paintings were Capone’s motivation for writing this play. The universal themes of Thomas mirror the every-day realities of all people, the famous and not-so-famous.     

On one level, Thomas reveals insights into the artist’s experiences of the joy of creating, the sadness of rejection, the desperation of being—at times—on the outside, of being a foreigner in a new land, and the monotony of existence as well as the great exhalation of an artist who was ahead of his time.  On another level, Capone’s play embraces the past through flashbacks.  Sometimes, the lead character will stop the action of the play, allowing the audience to absorb the raison d'être for the action of the present.  At points, the lead character will move the action forward into the future through the magic of storytelling and will introduce the audience to all of the other characters living in the Village of Catskill, New York in both 1834 and in 2009.  Through his play, Capone wishes to transport his audience from moment to moment in what Thornton Wilder called the “perpetual now.”  Thomas will be a journey through Thomas Cole’s life in the Hudson Valley well worth the price of admission.  
General admission $10 Senior/Students $7 

Reservations (518) 828-4181 x 3344
