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                       12 South Church Street, Schenectady, NY 12305
Open auditions for . . .

      Lanford Wilson’s  



BOOK OF DAYS 
                                                          Directed by Matthew Moross 

Tuesday, June 11, and Thursday, June 13 –

(Performance dates for Book of Days are October 18 through 27, 2013.)

The Schenectady Civic Players announces open auditions for the 1st production of its 86th season, Lanford Wilson’s Book of Days , Tuesday and Thursday, June 11 and 13, at its Playhouse, 12 South Church St., in  Schenectady’s historic Stockade district.  Sign-ups begin at 7:15 pm each evening, with readings starting at 7:30 p.m. 

When murder roars through a small town, Ruth Hoch begins her own quest to find

truth and honesty amid greed, lies, jealousy and religion. The play propels you through the evening like a page-turning mystery. “Wilson’s best work since Fifth of July...an intriguing and thoroughly engrossing depiction of contemporary small-town life with a murder mystery at its core....a splendid evening of theatre.” – Variety

LIST OF CHARACTER DESCRIPTIONS ALSO AVAILABLE ON 

THE PLAYHOUSE WEBSITE   www.civicplayers.org
 Character Descriptions for 

Book of Days 
by Lanford Wilson 

The following are brief character descriptions that may help you prepare for auditions. 

The story revolves around two families, the Hochs, who are liberals in their small, rural community, and the Bates, the town’s most prominent, and mostly conservative, residents. Other “factions” include people involved in Dublin’s community theatre and members of the town’s conservative power structure, who take a dim view of the theatre folks and their current production, Shaw’s St. Joan. 

With one exception, the people of this town have known each other all their lives and 

everyone but Len and Walt must be able to sing a little – hymns and stuff – no Sondheim. 

(Please note that ages listed are approximate and may be subject to some slight adjustments depending on turnout at auditions).

The Families 

The Hochs 

Ruth Hoch - (late 20s - 30s) - Bookkeeper at the Cheese Plant; married to Len 

Smart, determined, tenacious, and down-to-earth. A naturally talented and unaffected actress - she has been cast in the title role of the community theatre’s production of Shaw’s St. Joan. Attractive, well spoken and drives the theme and story of the play.

Len Hoch - (late 20s – 30s) - Manager of the Cheese Plant; married to Ruth 

He is very intelligent and intellectually curious, well-read, a planner. Although very logical most of the time, he is a passionate romantic when it comes to making great cheese. He is a thoroughly likeable, attractive, sensitive, supportive, and interesting man – both a romantic and a realist. His two great loves are Ruth and cheese. 

Martha Hoch - (early to late 50s) - Dean of and teacher at a conservative Christian junior college; Len’s mother 
Very intelligent, outspoken, and gutsy; a committed teacher who despises the closed-minded atmosphere of the school that employs her. Martha is a former flower- child who has lost none of her passion and sense of commitment to her ideals. She swears like a trooper and has no patience for fools. 

The Bates 
Walt Bates - (mid to late 50s - early 60s) - Owner of the Cheese Plant; married to Sharon; father of James 

On the surface, Walt is a crusty, brusque, practical businessman. He is a highly

principled, very private man. Despite his somewhat harsh exterior, Walt has the soul of a poet, loves nature, and shares Len’s passion for making outstanding cheese. Except for one brief moment, Walt has been deeply disappointed in his son, James. 

Sharon Bates - (early 50s) - Married to Walt; mother of James 

Devoted and loving wife and mother; very religious and proper. She was the prettiest girl in her class and still retains her good looks. Sharon is very conscious of her family’s position in the community and expects her son to uphold the family’s image. She loves Walt, nature, and the U.S.A. Often in denial about her own and her son’s behavior. 

James Bates - (late 20s) - An aide to a state senator; son of Walt and Sharon; married to LouAnn 

Smart, lazy, hypocritical, and very manipulative. Very handsome and charming and outwardly pious, inwardly, James is a womanizer and a user. He hates the cheese plant and the fact that he’s never been able to live up to his father’s expectations, but he loves money and power. He has political aspirations, despite the fact that he’s 

cheating on his wife with a hairdresser in another town, who is expecting his baby. 

LouAnn Bates - (late 20s) - Married to James; Ruth’s cousin 

Smart, religious, and very conflicted. Although she is quite conservative and looks to her Pastor and mother-in-law for guidance, she is friends with Ruth and Ginger, despite their more liberal outlook on life. LouAnn is angry and hurt by her husband’s infidelity, and wants him to come clean. Ultimately, however, she chooses not to fight James’ request for an annulment. LouAnn must be able to “speak in tongues” during 

a church service. 

Other Residents: 

Boyd Middleton - (30s) - Play director; Ginger’s boyfriend 

Talented, friendly, curious, charming, liberal, and dedicated to his work as a professional director. The only “outsider” in the play, Boyd is a former successful Broadway and motion picture director whose career is on the rocks. He also has a troubled past, which others in town will try to use against him. Nevertheless, he is strong and confident. In addition to directing the community theatre’s production of St. Joan, he also serves as a kind of director for our play, asking Ginger to step in and perform a scene when Sharon refuses to do so. He is having an affair with his assistant, Ginger. 

Ginger Reed – (20s) – Redheaded assistant to and girlfriend of Boyd; dated James in high school 

Free spirit; feisty, sexy, outspoken and irreverent. Ginger is very dedicated to the 

theatre and hopes to become a director. She raises eyebrows by her behavior and 

provocative dress, but she’s a smart cookie. 

Earl Hill - (20-30s) - Dairy Inspector for the cheese plant; friend of James

Not overly bright, but is enormously loyal to James and is very good at following orders. Earl envies Len and would like to have Len’s job at the cheese plant. He believes James is his best friend, and would do anything for him.

The Rev. Bobby Groves – (late 20s – 30s) - Fundamentalist Baptist Pastor 

Smart, good looking, full of charisma (and possibly other things) – but he is a commanding and magnetic personality. Bobby is the ultimate “politician,” a community leader and very powerful. He will go to great lengths to preserve the status quo, “protect” his church and parishioners from what he considers to be troubling influences, and will use his influence to hush up wrong- doing and defeat those he sees as threats. 

Sheriff Conroy Atkins - (late 20s - 30s) Sheriff of Dublin 

He (or she, the part could be played by a woman) is somewhat inept, easily swayed by more powerful citizens; although aware of his/her duties, he/she wants to maintain the status quo, and is reluctant to follow up on clues that might reveal that a hunting accident was actually murder. Uses his/her power to try to intimidate Boyd.
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